
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 12 Steps Through Lent 
A collaborative devotional written by the LuMin-Austin community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why the 12 Steps of Recovery? 
Background and Devotional Reading Tips 

 
​ The 12 Steps of AA/NA/MA/HA/Recovery are utilized by communities of people who 
identify as addicts to a substance for the purpose of overcoming their addiction. The 
LuMin-Austin community has recognized these programs as offering invaluable wisdom, not just 
for addicts, but for all of us in our human brokenness. We are using the structure of the 12 Steps of 
Recovery to guide us through the season of Lent and using this liturgical season as a time of 
internal healing done alongside each other. 
​ There will be at least one installment of this devotional for each of the 12 Steps. The 12 
Steps we are working through are as follows: 
 

1.)​ We admitted that we are powerless over [x]*-- that our lives had become unmanageable. 
*The original wording of AA uses alcohol here. As alcohol is not the same 
addiction we are all suffering, you are called to insert anything here that is 
relevant to you and your own human brokenness. 

2.)​ Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 
3.)​ Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood 

Him. 
4.)​ Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 
5.)​ Admitted to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs. 
6.)​ Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character. 
7.)​ Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 
8.)​ Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make amends to them all. 
9.)​ Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when to do so would injure 

them or others. 
10.)​Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it. 
11.)​Sought through prayer and mediation to improve our conscious contact with God as we 

understood Him, praying only for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry that 
out. 

12.)​Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of these Steps, we tried to carry this message 
to others*, and to practice these principles in all of our affairs. 

*The original wording of AA uses alcoholics here. Since we are expanding these 
Steps to heal from any form of brokenness that we are all subject to in some form, 
we are also expanding this call to share this message with all. 
 

​ As you read through each devotional (updated on Instagram, FaceBook, and this 
document), you are encouraged to do the work of these Steps internally and specifically related to 
whatever may be keeping you from a closer relationship to God. Journaling on the reflection 
questions included with each devotional is highly encouraged so you may see a documentation of 
your journey through Lent as well as to bring upon focus and routine to your spiritual practices 
this season. Free journals are available at LuMin-Austin (2100 San Antonio Street) to all who are 
interested.  



Step One 
We admitted that we are powerless over [x]*-- that our lives had become unmanageable. 

*The original wording of AA uses alcohol here. As alcohol is not the same addiction we are all 
suffering, you are called to insert anything here that is relevant to you and your own human 

brokenness. 
 

A devotional from a LuMin-Austin community member: 
 

“I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I do.” (Romans, 7: 18b-20) 

 
Some of you are probably familiar with the Greek myth about Sisyphus. He’s the guy who 

fooled the gods by cheating death not once..but three times! His eternal punishment was to roll a 
massive rock up a hill, but just as he’d get to the top - oopsie daisies - it’d roll back down, forcing 
him to rolling it back up over, and over, over… 

Anyone who’s tried - under their own will or strength - to quit something that’s gained 
an outsized place in their life can relate to this guy Sisyphus and his futile task. The narrative 
usually goes like this: “As hard as I tried to quit, the burden was too great...I’d grow weary and slip. 
I’d stare at the rock at rest, and think to myself: it’s no big deal. I got this. But when I tried again it 
wasn’t long before I was reminded otherwise: “Nope...No. I don’t have this.” over, and over, and 
over. 

Sometimes entering Lent feels like this too. You get your ash in church on Wednesday. Tell 
yourself, “For Lent, I’m gonna give up X...or try to do Y...or take on Z.”; And maybe you’re 
successful right up until...say, the Second Sunday in Lent, when you discover just what a heavy lift 
it is to quit X, do Y, or take on Z. 

The Sisyphean task is real: shoving up and out of our lives whatever has become 
massively unhealthy or burdensome - one and for all. Such is the case for like every single human 
EVER. 

Lent, if anything, is a time that we admit, like Paul, that we cannot do that which we know 
to be right and good on our own. We are powerless, our lives have become unmanageable. Every 
single last one of us needs help. 
 
 
Reflection questions: 
 

●​ What habit/routine/relationship/etc. feels outsized when compared to the relationship you 
would like to have with God?  

●​ How do you respond to tasks that feel Sisyphean, or unending? How would you like to 
respond to your burdens? 

●​ In what areas of your own life do you feel powerless?  

 



Step Two 
We came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 

 
A devotional from a Isabella G., a LuMin-Austin community member: 
 

“For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”​
(Romans 8:6) 

“Why do you believe in God?” 

Oh the age old question. I have been asked this by peers, by family, and most notably, by 
my campers at summer camp. This is no easy question to answer as you may imagine, however 
my answer usually goes a little something like this… “if I died and all of this wasn’t real, it wasn’t 
for nothing because I lived a life of love and hope in a power higher than myself and that brought 
me comfort”. I’ve gone back and forth on if this is a selfish answer or not and have recently come 
to accept that God would want this from me. He would want me to be dependent on him and the 
life-giving opportunities and hope that comes with living a life in Christ. Romans 8:6 says “For to 
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace”. How true and 
fitting this is, not only in our season of lent, but in the current state of the world. In a season that 
feels dark and looming, we are invited to seek God’s power which is greater than ours, to ground 
us. 

Reflection questions: 

●​ Where do you find your mind set on the flesh and fleshly desires? 

 

●​ How might you invite God into those spaces? 

 

●​ What attributes of God make you pause and reflect on his higher power? How are these 
attributes different from things humans can do themselves? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step Three 
We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him. 

 
A devotional from Madi C., a LuMin community member: 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 

yourself to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 
(Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 
​ Last year when I started college, I had a hard time trusting that God was working in my 
life. My first year was extremely difficult and I was struggling to understand why God would put 
me in a position where I felt so unhappy. I was very hesitant but ultimately made the last minute 
decision to return to camp for the summer to hopefully strengthen my relationship with God. In 
the end, it was exactly what I needed and I found that God was with me every step of the way. 

While I was at camp I got to lead 4th through 6th graders in Bible study and be part of 
their faith journeys; I later realized that they also got to be a huge part of mine. I got to share my 
own experience with God and growing up in the church with campers and their adult leaders. 
They all accepted me for who I was. They didn't see the version of myself that I was overwhelmed 
by: someone who was struggling or as someone who wasn't good enough. They got to know me, 
heard my story, and saw someone who was wonderfully made by God. 

Returning to camp and feeling that love reminded me that my relationship with God 
doesn't always have to be perfect for him to be present. We may not always understand what is 
happening, we may feel anxious about where God is leading us, and we may question if God is 
with us, but God is always there, and He will always guide you to people in your life that will 
remind you of His love. I know He has a plan for me and for you too, just remember to put your 
trust in Him. 

 

Reflection Questions: 

●​ What is a time that others have seen you through God’s eyes rather than your own? 

 

●​ How have you made the decision to trust God in your life? 

 

●​ Where have you seen God working through you recently? 
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